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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
 

1. How does a mason lay a corner with the 12” system? 
(A) The mason will have to use an 8” block, with a “spacer piece”. See illustrations 

below. If the building calls for a smooth or burnished finish, an 8” Omni Jamb block 
can be used. If the building calls for a split face finish, a standard CMU split face 
return corner is to be used. 
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2. How many inserts do I need? 
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3. For the 8” system only, which side of the block faces the exterior of the building, and 
which side faces the interior of the building? 
(A) The reason that split face Omni Block is reversed or rotated (so that the normal 

interior of the block becomes the exterior) is due to manufacturing concerns. The 
long cell side of the stretcher block does not split well and there is too much 
breakage (“cull rate” in masonry) during the splitting process. Therefore, the block 
molds are set-up so that the two interior sides about each other and are effectively 
split from one another. This is the only reason that split face Omni Block is reversed 
or rotated. This situation only applies to the System 8 and the Omni Brick 8. The 
illustrations below depict the effect regarding rebar placement of the block being 
reversed of rotated. 
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4. What is the proper rebar placement for the Omni Block system? 

(A) On Omni Block builds, it is most efficient for the mason to dowel and epoxy 
structural rebar based on the Omni Block layout.  

 
5. Can I cut an Omni Block?  

(A) See illustration below.  
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6. Can Omni Block be used as a bond beam? 

(A) Yes. Please see details below.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Omni Block of the Great Lakes | 10694 Chicago Drive Zeeland, MI 49464 | (616) 931-5584 

 



Omni Block of the Great Lakes | 10694 Chicago Drive Zeeland, MI 49464 | (616) 931-5584 

7. Do concrete masonry walls require continuous insulation? 


